
The Border Collie was originally called A Working Sheepdog and was known as the shepherds 

working companion. Border Collie is now the breed’s recognised title but you will still find that 

the International Sheep Dog Society’s registration cards read ‘this is to certify that The Working 

Sheepdog (Border Collie)is registered... etc’. The Kennel Club’s classification of a Working 

Sheepdog can be a cross breed, i.e. a dog that looks like a collie but has no formal registration to 

prove its breeding. This often leads to some confusion and you will find more about it on our 

Breeding and Stud page www.bordercollies.co.uk . To shepherds and the majority of collie 

owners the title means a dog that works sheep and any dog with those capabilities will usually 

carry good breeding. 

There are many misconceptions and myths about this wonderful breed and many are born of a 

lack of knowledge and of ill informed information. There are many books and websites pouring 

out such information and causing confusion for both present and potential owners. 

Farmers and shepherds did not breed purely for work ability and with little regard for 

temperament. I was told many years ago when I was looking for a potential stud dog to find out 

what it had been like when it was younger, how difficult or easy had it been to train and to make 

sure it had the right temperament. What many people don’t realise is that a good sheepdog must 

be able to handle the most truculent ewe and be able to switch in a second to a kind gentle 

mentor when moving new born lambs. It must be able to judge each flock or individual sheep 

and handle them or it accordingly, and it is of little use if it constantly wants to use its teeth. Isn’t 

that the ideal dog? Strong, kind able to understand individuals and doesn’t want to bite. 

Also we must use common sense when we hear derogatory remarks about working or farm bred 

dogs. For the breed that we have today was given to us  by the shepherds who are often accused 

of not breeding for temperament, but for a dog to have the attributes needed to work they had to 

keep breeding on good lines. If we have a problem in temperament today then we must look to 

more modern and commercialised breeding for the root of the problem and not to the ones who 

spent a century giving us strong gentle dogs. 

So one myth expelled, the shepherds who bred these dogs originally did breed for good 

temperament. This isn’t to say they didn’t have throwbacks but those dogs didn’t go into the 

gene pool. Neither is it to say that there aren’t some really good breeders today helping to keep 

the breed sound, but there are also a lot of collies that are a far cry from the original shape, 

temperament and nature that truly defines the amazing sensitivity and intelligence of the breed. 

Border Collies do make good companions. I am tired of hearing rescue establishments say they 

don’t make good companions, and if their argument is that the more people they put off from 

having a collie the less there will be in pet homes then what on earth are we going to do with 

them all. The supply by far exceeds the demand. It’s far better to encourage people who 

genuinely want to give a collie a home to understand the breed rather them put them off. For 

despite all the information to the contrary they don’t need hours of walking every day, they just 

need a sensible walk, some quiet and constructive mental stimulation and a quiet time to 

themselves where they can rest and actually enjoy their own company. Dogs are perfectly 

capable of being content and quiet if we allow them to be but they also struggle to cope with 

being left alone for hours on end. 

http://www.bordercollies.co.uk/


 

There are far too many collies in rescue and, sadly, many of them are young dogs who have been 

taken into rescue because their owners couldn’t cope with them. This is not the fault of the breed, 

and in many cases nor is it the fault of the owner, but a mixture of poor advice and training 

techniques that wind collies up rather than teach them patience. 

Good breeding is essential and I would urge anyone looking for a puppy not to be swayed by 

countless accolades, they mean nothing if the dog hasn’t been bred compatibly, you need to see 

parents, grandparents and any other sons and daughters. I would also recommend buying from 

someone who is breeding for a puppy for themselves rather than one of the many commercial 

breeders. 

Before deciding on having a Border Collie you need to ask yourself  one question, “How much 

of myself am I prepared to give.” Border Collies are very intelligent and sensitive, being a part of 

your life for a game with a ball, a half hour walk or a weekly training session is not enough, they 

need to be a part of all of your life and they need a leader who is strong, quiet, gentle and 

understanding. The dogs know what they need the rest is up to us. 
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